Stations of the Cross (ish) for 3-8 year olds

1. Jesus prays in the garden 
Set up: Images of gethsemane and olive branches? Or bay leaves?

The night before he died on the cross, Jesus knew what was going to happen.

Late at night, he took the disciples up a mountain to a place called ‘gethsemane’.  He asked them to stay awake and pray with him, but they all fell asleep.

Jesus didn’t want to die on the cross, but He knew that it was the only way that God could be in good relationship with his children.

Jesus was worried

But he prayed “Not my will but yours be done”  “I will do what you are asking me to do, Father”


Activity:  Close your eyes, imagine you are feeling sad, and all your friends have left you. Think about what it was like for Jesus that night. 

 “God help us to know what you want us to do, and give us the courage to do what is right, even when we are feeling frightened”


2. Jesus is condemned to death

Set up: Jesus doll, ‘rulers’ dolls (3 kings), string.  Bowl and towels for washing our hands.

Jesus was taken to the leaders, and they couldn’t find anything that he had done wrong.

22 ‘What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ Pilate asked.
They all answered, ‘Crucify him!’
23 ‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’
[bookmark: _GoBack]24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of li88the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’ 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
Activity – wash our hands
3. Jesus accepts the cross
Set up: sticks and string for crosses
So they took Jesus and tied his hands. After, they led him away and made Him carry his own cross.
Activity – make crosses out of sticks
	
4. Carrying the Cross
Set up: Big cross

Jesus had to carry his own cross up the hill. It was very heavy. He probably fell and hurt himself even more, because he was very weak.

Just then, a certain passerby, Simon of Cyrene, was coming in from the country. The soldiers made him carry the cross.

Activity-  try to lift the cross, carry the cross together to the next station

Prayer: “Jesus, thank you for carrying the cross for me.  When other people have heavy burdens or difficult situations, please give me the courage to stop and help them”

5. Jesus is stripped of his garments

Set up: Cloth to tear and pens to write

When they come to the top of the hill, and the soldiers tear his clothes off of him.

Jesus is a very poor King, but he is rich in what is important: Love for us.

Prayer “Lord, when I am jealous of what others have, I will remember that when you died, you had nothing, not even the clothes on your back”

Activity: tear a piece of cloth and write your name on it



6. Jesus is nailed to the cross

Set up: bring cross over: push pins and nails
Picture of the three crosses?  

When they came to Calvary, the place called ‘the skull’ they crucified him with nails.  

Jesus said ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing”

Jesus went to the cross so that WE can be forgiven for all of our sins.

Activity: Nail / tack our names to the cross

7. Jesus dies on the cross

Set up : vinegar and cotton buds

When Jesus died on the cross, they gave him vinegar to drink.
At about mid-afternoon, the whole land got dark.
Jesus cried out in a loud voice “Father, into your hands I commend My spirit:”  Then, bowing his head, He died.
At the moment that he died, the giant curtain in the temple, which separated God from the people tore in two from top to bottom.

Activity: taste vinegar, bow our heads and breathe out all the air inside us

8. Jesus is buried.

Set up: tomb, grave clothes, Jesus doll


Jesus friends stayed with him, and they took him down from the cross. A man called Joseph offered to take his body and put it in a cave that he had. So they took him, and carefully wrapped him, and they put him in the tomb.

Activity : wrap up the doll and put him in the grave.

Joseph when home very sad that night, thinking about all that had happened that day. God, help me to remember all that Jesus has done for me as I get ready for Easter.

“God, on Sunday we are going to celebrate because you are alive, but today we are sad, because you suffered so much. Thank you for loving us so much that you were willing to die for us. Amen”

CREDITS/ REFERENCES
http://www.loyolapress.com/multimedia-stations-of-the-cross-for-children.htm

http://www.browniesmoke.com/?p=200
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